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Appl. No. 09/852,432 

Amendment Dated April 14, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of December 14, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method to modify power to a system, comprising: 
monitoring a power level for a power supply providing power to a plurality of 

devices stored in a physical rack , with each device having an operating power level and a 
priority factor; 

detecting a change in said power level for said power supply; 

creating a modification signal, based on a change in said power level of said 
power supply, to modify an operating power level of at least one of said plurality of 
devices from a first operating power level to a second operating power level, said second 
operating level based on an amount of change in said power level and said priority factor; 
and 

sending said modification signal to said at least one of said plurality of devices. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

receiving said modification signal at said at least one of said plurality of devices; 

and 

modifying said operating power level for said at least one of said plurality of 
devices in accordance with said modification signal. 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein said modifying comprises reducing 
said operating power level for said at least one of said plurality of devices in accordance 
with said modification signal. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein said modifying comprises increasing 
said operating power level for said at least one of said plurality of devices in accordance 
with said modification signal. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said creating comprises: 
selecting said at least one of said plurality of devices; 

determining an amount to modify said operating power levej of said at least one 
of said plurality of devices; and 

creating said modification signal to modify said operating power level for said at 
least one of said plurality of devices using said amount. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein said detecting comprises detecting a 
current power level for said power supply. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6 ? wherein said selecting comprises retrieving 
said at least one of said plurality of devices from a power table using said current power 
level. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein said determining said amount to 
modify comprises retrieving said amount to modify from said power table associated with 
said at least one of said plurality of devices. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method to modify power to a system, comprising; 
receiving a modification signal, based on a change to a power level of a power 

supply, to modify an operating power level for a device of a plurality of devices stored in 
a physical rack and connected to a power supply from a first operating power level to a 
second operating power level, said second operating level based on an amount of change 
in said power level and a priority factor of said device; 

determining an amount to modify said device; and 

modifying said operating power level in accordance with said determination. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein said determining comprises retrieving 
said amount from a power table. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein said determining comprises retrieving 
said amount from said modification signal. 

12. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a power supply to provide power at a power supply power level; 
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a plurality of devices stored in a physical rack and connected to said power 
supply, said plurality of devices to operate at an operating power level; and 

a system power modification unit connected to said power supply and said 
plurality of devices, said power modification unit to detect a change in said power supply 
power level and to modify said operating power level of at least one of said plurality of 
devices from a first operating power level to a second operating power level, said second 
operating level based on an amount of change in said power level and a priority factor of 
said device. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said system power modification 
unit comprises: 

a power sensor to detect said change; and 

a power modification signal generator connected to said power sensor to generate 
said modification signal when said power sensor detects said change. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said power modification signal 
generator generates said modification signal to indicate an amount to modify said 
operating power levels. 

1 5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein said power modification signal 
generator generates said modification signal to indicate a reduction in said operating 
power levels. 
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16. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said power modification signal 
generator generates said modification signal to indicate an increase in said operating 
power levels. 

17. (Original) The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising a device power 
modification unit to receive said modification signals and to modify said operating power 
levels in accordance with said modification signal. 

18. (Currently Amended) An article comprising: 
a storage medium; 

said storage medium including stored instructions that, when executed by a 
processor, result in modifying power to a system by monitoring a power level for a power 
supply providing power to a plurality of devices stored in a physical rack, with each 
device having an operating power level and a priority factor, detecting a change in said 
power level for said power supply, creating a modification signal, based on said change 
in said power level, to modify an operating power level of at least one of said plurality of 
devices from a first operating power level to a second operating power level, said second 
operating level based on an amount of change in said power level and said priority factor, 
and sending said modification signal to said at least one of said plurality of devices. 

1 9. (Original) The article of claim 1 8, wherein the stored instructions, when executed 
by a processor, further result in receiving said modification signal at said at least one of 
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said plurality of devices, and modifying said operating power level for said at least one of 
said plurality of devices in accordance with said modification signal. 
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